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HIGHWAY-USER     TAX    RECEIPTS 

(EXCLUSIVE   OF    REFUNDS    AND   COLLECTION   EXPENSES) 

I963    FIGURES 

FINES   &    FORFEITURES    S  448,807     1. 47  •/• 
/      MISC    REGISTRATION  FEES   8  374,326      1. 22  % 
ORIVERS  LICENSES   8649,63!    2.12%         /    /  ^QTQR   CARRIER    FEES    8237,511       0  78% 

PARKING    FEES. 
8  720,656     2.36% 


Prepared  for  Members  of  the  1965  Legislature  and  all  high- 
way users  as  a  public  service  by  the  Montana  High- 
way Users  Conference. 


TO  THE  HIGHWAY  USER  AND  TAXPAYER 

This  booklet  is  provided  as  a  handy,  pocket-sized  reference 
for  members  of  the  legislature  and  for  all  Montanans  to  show 
in  simple  form  the  sources  and  uses  of  the  highway  dollar. 
Figures  for  the  latest  available  calendar  year  have  been  used 
wherever  possible  although  fiscal  year  figures  are  also  used  in 
the  tables  as  marked.  Minor  revenue  and  expense  items  have 
been  omitted  for  greater  simplicity.  Figures  shown  have  been 
furnished  by  the  State  Highway  Department  and  the  U.  S. 
Bureau  of  Public  Roads  and  their  co-operation  is  hereby 
acknowledged. 

The  policy  statement  is  that  of  the  Montana  Highway 
Users  Conference  and  not  of  any  state  or  federal  agency. 
We  will  appreciate  your  comments  as  to  the  value  of  this 
service  and  your  suggestions  for   its   improvement. 

RAY  F.  REAVLEY,  Chairman 

JOHN  J.  MCLAUGHLIN,  Vice-Chairman 

MONTANA  HIGHWAY  USERS 
CONFERENCE. 

December,  1964 
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HIGHWAY  USER  AND  OTHER  TYPES  OF  TAXES  AND 

FEES  RECEIVED  FOR  SUPPORT  OF  STATE  HIGHWAYS, 

COUNTY  ROADS  AND  CITY  STREETS 

The  following  is  a  brief  description  of  the  various  high- 
way user  and  other  types  of  taxes  and  fees  that  are  received 
in  support  of  the  cost  of  constructing,  maintaining  and  admin- 
istering state  highways,  county  roads  and  city  streets  in  Mon- 
tana. 

MOTOR  FUEL  TAXES  —  1963  —  $19,886,691 

Gasoline  and  liquified  petroleum  gases  are  taxed  at  the 
rate  of  six  cents  per  gallon,  subject  to  refund  for  fuel  used 
for  non-highway  purposes.  x\viation  fuel  is  taxed  at  the  rate 
of  six  cents  per  gallon  with  five  cents  being  refunded  to  the 
purchaser  and  one  cent  being  retained  for  support  of  the  Mon- 
tana Aeronautics  Commission.  Diesel  fuel  is  taxed  at  the  rate 
of  nine  cents  per  gallon  for  fuel  used  on  public  highways  or 
on  highway  construction. 

Motor  fuel  taxes  are  credited  to  the  State  Highway  Fund 
after  provision  has  been  made  for  refunds,  collection  expenses 
of  various  State  agencies  and  the  amount  credited  to  the  Mon- 
tana Aeronautics  Commission.  One  per  cent  of  the  gross 
gasoline  tax  collections  is  also  segregated  for  use  in  State  parks 
where  boating  is  permitted,  although  this  is  now  in  litigation. 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  TAXES  —  1963  —  $4,253,440 

This  category  includes  the  Gross  Vehicle  Weight  Tax, 
registration  (license  plate)  fees  and  miscellaneous  special  per- 
mit fees  for  use  of  public  highways. 

Gross  Vehicle  Weight  Tax  fees  range  from  $3.50  to  $435.00 
per  vehicle  for  truck  and  trailers,  with  special  20%  rates  for 
farm  vehicles  and  75%  rates  for  vehicles  used  in  hauling  for- 
est products,  livestock,  ready-mix  concrete  and  lowboy  trail- 
ers. House  trailers  are  taxed  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents  per  foot 
of  length,  exclusive  of  bumper  and  hitch.  Buses  pay  $7.00  per 
seat  with  the  exception  of  the  first  seven  seats.  New  passenger 
cars  are  taxed  at  the  rate  1  Vi  %  of  the  FOB  factory  price  with 
quarterly  adjustments  for  purchases  made  during  the  year.  Trip 
fees  ranging  from  $5.00  to  $10.00  for  the  larger  trucks  and 
trailers  are  charged  to  out-of-state  vehicles,  depending  on  the 
travel  distance  involved  in  the  state.  Counties  retain  five  per 
cent  of  the  gross  fees  for  collection  expenses  and  the  remainder 
is  credited  to  the  State  Highway  Fund. 

HIGHWAY  USER  TAXES  AND  FEES 

Vehicles  caravaned  through  the  State  are  charged  $100.00 
as  an  overall  permit  fee  for  the  company  involved,  $1.00  for 
identification  plates  and  $5.00  per  trip  per  vehicle.  95%  of 
the  $5.00  fee  is  deposited  to  the  State  Highway  Fund.  The 
remaining  5%  and  all  other  fees  are  retained  by  the  Regis- 
trar's office. 


Special  permit  fees  are  collected  for  the  use  of  state 
highways  by  vehicles  exceeding  regular  size  and  weight  re- 
strictions. The  proceeds  are  deposited  in  the  State  Highway 
Fund. 

REGISTRATION   (LICENSE  PLATE)   FEES  —  1963 

$3,903,278 

These  fees  range  from  $1.00  to  $15.00  per  vehicle  depend- 
ing on  type  of  vehicle,  weight  and  use.  The  proceeds  are  re- 
tained by  the  counties  for  use  on  county  roads  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  sharing  of  fees,  under  special  legislation,  with  the 
cities  of  Anaconda,  Butte  and  Walkerville.  A  new  law  effective 
March  1,  1964  specifies  that  such  fees  shall  also  be  shared  with 
other  cities  in  the  State  in  relation  to  the  mileage  of  public 
highways  and  alleys  in  cities  as  compared  to  the  total  of  such 
public  highways   in  the  county. 

PARKING   FEES  —   1963  —   $720,656 

This  category  includes  parking  meter  collections,  permit 
fees  and  other  fees  relating  to  parking.  The  money  is  received 
by  the  cities  involved,  and  the  disposition  depends  on  city 
ordinance. 

DRIVERS  AND  CHAUFFEURS  LICENSES  —  1963 
$649,631 

A  biennial  fee  of  $4.00  is  collected  with  85%  going  to 
the  State  General  Fund  and  15%  being  credited  to  the  State 
Highway  Retirement  Fund.  The  State  Highway  Patrol  is  fi- 
nanced by  legislative  appropriation. 

FINES  AND  FORFEITURES  —  1963  $448,407 

Fines  and  forfeitures  collected  as  the  result  of  highway  law 
enforcement  operations  of  the  State  Highway  Patrol  are  de- 
posited in  the  State  General  Fund. 

MOTOR  CARRIER  FEES  —  1963  —  $404,393 

These  fees  are  paid  by  licensed  common  carriers  for  the 
privilege  of  transacting  business  in  the  state  and  the  use  of 
public  highways.  Included  are  application  fees  of  $15.00,  vari- 
out  filing  and  certificate  fees  ranging  from  $2.00  to  $5.00,  an 
annual  highway  user  fee  of  $10.00  per  vehicle  and  quarterly 
revenue  fees  amounting  to  0.5%  of  the  gross  revenue  of  the 
company  as  derived  from  intrastate  operations.  The  minimum 
annual  fee  amounts  to  $30.00  per  vehicle  for  Class  A  and 
Class  B  carriers  and  $15.00  for  Class  C  carriers. 

This  revenue  is  deposited  in  the  Motor  Carrier  Fund,  and 
any  amount  remaining  after  payment  of  operating  expenses  is 
deposited  in  the  State  General  Fund. 

MISCELLANEOUS  REGISTRATION  FEES  —  1963 

$374,326 

These  are  fees  collected  by  the  Registrar  of  Motor  Ve- 
hicles,  including  such   items  as   dealers  licenses   and  permits, 
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duplicate  license  plate  fees,  certificates  of  title,  transfer  fees 
and  recording  fees.  The  proceeds  are  retained  for  operating 
costs  of  that  department,  including  manufacture  and  distribu- 
tion of  license  plates. 

PROPERTY  TAXES   (See  County  and  City  Data) 

Counties  may  levy  up  to  10  mills  for  road  purposes  and 
up  to  three  mills  for  bridge  purposes.  Under  certain  circum- 
stances, the  bridge  levies  may  go  as  high  as  five  mills.  Tax 
levies  apply  only  against  property  located  outside  incorpor- 
ated cities  and  towns. 

Cities  and  towns  may  levy  up  to  10  mills  for  street  pur- 
poses. These  levies  also  apply  only  to  property  located  within 
municipal  boundaries. 

SPECIAL   IMPROVEMENT   DISTRICTS 

Special  improvement  districts  are  formed  in  the  cities  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  city  streets,  curbs,  sidewalks  or 
other  features  allied  to  streets.  Tax  receipts  from  such  sources 
account  for  a  substantial  portion  of  the  money  collected  for 
city  street  purposes. 

GENERAL  FUND  APPROPRIATIONS 

In  certain  instances,  general  fund  appropriations  are  made 
to  help  support  the  cost  of  city  street  functions. 

In  addition  to  the  taxes  and  fees  received  from  state, 
county  and  city  sources,  there  are  also  substantial  Federal 
Funds  which  are  utilized  for  State  highways  and  county  roads. 

FEDERAL  USER  TAX  HIGHWAY  FUNDS 

Federal  user  tax  highway  funds  are  apportioned  to  the 
State  by  formula  for  use  in  constructing  State  highways.  Such 
money  must  be  matched  with  State  funds  in  the  ratio  of 
91.23%  Federal  and  8.77%  State  for  the  Interstate  system 
and  56.77%  Federal  and  43.23%  State  for  Primary,  Secondary 
and  Urban  systems.  The  average  for  all  systems  is  approxi- 
mately 75%  Federal  funds  and  25%  State  funds. 

U.  S.  FOREST  RESERVE  PAYMENTS 

Twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  fees  collected  in  conjunction 
with  U.  S.  Forest  Service  sales,  leases,  and  permits  are  re- 
turned to  the  counties.  Such  proceeds  are  divided  equally  be- 
tween schools  and  roads. 

There  are  other  types  of  Federal  funds  which  are  spent  for 
road  and  highway  purposes;  however,  these  represent  direct 
expenditures  of  such  Federal  agencies  as  the  Forest  Service, 
National  Park  Service,  Bureau  of  Indian  affairs,  Bureau  of 
Land  Management  and  others  which  construct  and  maintain 
their  own  road  systems.  The  funds  are  not  ordinarily  chan- 
neled through  state  or  county  agencies. 
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RECEIPTS  FOR  STATE  HIGHWAYS 

FOR  CALENDER  YEAR  1963 

(EXCLUSIVE  OF  REFUNDS  AND  COLLECTION  EXPENSES) 


GVW     TAX    S  3,864,673     5.01 


/      OTH 


SHARE    OF    U.S.    LEASES     $1,024,470     133'/. 
ER     8    1,116,309      1.44  7. 


RECEIPTS    FOR   STATE    HIGHWAYS    FOR 

CALENDAR    YEAR    1963 

(Exclusive  of  Refunds  and  Collection  Expenses) 

Source  Amount  Per  Cent 

Federal  User  Tax  Payments ... .$51,304,396  66.46 

Motor   Fuel   Tax 19,888,691  25.76 

G.   V.   W.   Tax ..... 3,864,673  5.01 

U.  S.  Gov't.  Permit  and  Lease 1,024,470  1.33 

♦Miscellaneous  Construction  Receipts 932,945  1.20 

Miscellaneous  Motor  Vehicle  Revenue     __.        185,364  0.24 

TOTAL $77,200,539  100.00 

♦Reimbursable  work  done  by  the  state  for  missile  base  roads,  etc., 
and   other   Federal   agency,   county  or   city   projects. 
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THE  HIGHWAY  DOLLAR 


WHERE    IT    CAME    FROM 


8.0% 

10.9    MILLION 

G.V.W    FEES    8    MISC.    INCOME 


27.6% 

37  8    MILLION 
STATE    GASOLINE    TAX 


WHERE    IT    WENT 

3.5% 


3.9% 

5.4    MILLION 
ADMINISTRATION--^ 


9.6  % 


83.0% 


TOTAL  HIGHWAY  EXPENDITURE 
FOR  BIENNIUM  139.0  MILLION 


Note:    These   are   two-year  figures.    Divide   by   V2  for 
approximate   annual   dollars. 


MONTANA  HIGHWAY  USERS  CONFERENCE 
POLICY  STATEMENT 

Objectives 

The  general  purpose  of  the  Conference  is  to  encourage  full 
development  of  the  highway  system  in  the  public  interest. 
The  Conference  is  non-partisan  and  non-political,  devoting  its 
efforts  to  implementing  sound  policies  in  highway  planning, 
programming,  use,  safety,  taxation  and  financing.  Its  further 
purpose  is  to  disseminate  information  to  its  members  and  to 
the  general  public  on  current  and  proposed  national,  state  and 
local  legislation,  regulation  and  taxation  affecting  highway 
users. 

Taxation 

The  Conference  opposes  all  diversion  and  dispersion  of 
highway  funds  for  other  than  road  purposes  as  now  specified 
at  the  state  level  by  Constitutional  amendment.  We  also  oppose 
use  of  highway  tax  revenues  at  the  federal  level  for  other  than 
highway  purposes  in  the  federal-state  partnership,  since  this 
represents  an  unfair  added  tax  burden  on  a  specific  group  who 
also  pay  their  full  share  into  the  general  funds  in  city,  county, 
state   and  federal  levies. 

We  endorse  equitable  highway  taxes  apportioned  from  vari- 
ous user  groups  and  non-user-beneficiaries.  We  oppose  the  so- 
called  ton-mile  or  third  structure  taxes  as  being  unfair,  costly 
to  collect,  and  a  detriment  to  the  efficient,  economical  trans- 
portation of  Montana's  products  in  a  highly  competitive  na- 
tional and  world  market. 


ADMINISTRATION   AND   PLANNING 

Road  needs  studies  based  on  sound  engineering  principles 
should  be  the  basis  for  orderly  construction,  re-location  and 
maintenance  planning  and  programming.  Local  pressures 
should  not  be  permitted  to  interfere  with  the  overall  plan- 
ning program  in  the  best  interest  of  the  entire  state.  The 
Highway  Commission  form  of  administration  has  proved  its 
value  and  should  not  be  changed. 

HIGHWAY  SAFETY  AND  VEHICLE  ADMINISTRATION 

Standardization  of  Montana  laws  with  the  Uniform  Ve- 
hicle Code  should  continue  in  the  interest  of  approved  high- 
way safety  measures,  more  effective  driver  and  vehicle  record 
and  control  procedures,  and  to  prevent  the  threatened  inva- 
sion by  the  federal  government  into  these  fields  which  are 
properly  state  jurisdiction.  These  measures  include  periodic 
vehicle  inspection,  more  effective  control  of  the  drinking  and 
unlicensed  driver,  and  up-grading  of  police  and  justice  court 
procedures  and  reporting. 

High  school  driver  education  with  approved  courses  under 
accredited  instructors  for  all  students,  and  an  expanded  High- 


way  Patrol  to  keep  pace  with  the  growing  vehicle  and  driver 
population  have  full  Conference  endorsement. 

FEDERAL  PROGRAMS 

The  Conference  endorses  the  continuation  of  some  form 
of  the  present  Highway  Trust  Fund  after  its  1972  expira- 
tion as  a  state-federal  partnership.  Four-laning  of  the  entire 
Interstate  System  and  added  emphasis  on  rural,  state  primary, 
secondary,  and  feeder  roads,  rather  than  emphasis  on  exten- 
sive additions  to  the  present  41,000-mile  Interstate  network, 
are  recommended  as  a  basic  guide-line,  after  proper  engineer- 
ing study,  for  the  program  after  1972. 

Sizes  and  weights  are  properly  a  matter  of  state  determi- 
mination.  Present  federal  proposals  for  weight  limitations 
would  seriously  impede  Montana's  future  economic  growth  in 
the  movement  of  cattle,  wheat,  lumber  and  other  materials. 

Agreements  for  reciprocity  and  pro-rationing  of  truck  fees 
should  be  encouraged  by  compacts  and  agreements  between 
states  and  provinces  and  not  by  any  threatened  federal  regula- 
tion or  control. 

STATE  AND  LOCAL  OBJECTIVES 

1.  The  uniform  manual  of  signs,  signals  and  traffic  de- 
vices, as  now  set  forth  in  the  Montana  Highway  Department 
code  for  state  highways,  should  be  adopted  in  full  by  all 
city  and  county  governments  to  avoid  confusion  and  to  pro- 
vide safe  and  uniform  direction  for  motorists. 

2.  Procedures  for  highway  right-of-way  acquisitions  should 
be  streamlined  to  accelerate  construction  and  eliminate  tie-up 
of  highway  funds,  but  full  protection  and  legal  recourse 
should  be  preserved  for  the  property  owner. 

3.  Safety  turn-outs  and  adequate  shoulders  for  rural  letter 
carriers  and  other  service  vehicles  should  be  incorporated  in 
all  state  and  county  roads  as  a  part  of  the  highway  design, 
wherever  practical. 

4.  We  recommend  state  supervision  of  standard  uniform 
accounting  and  auditing  procedures  for  cities  and  counties  to 
encourage  and  assure  that  all  highway  revenues  accruing  to 
these  bodies  are  used  solely  for  street  and  road  purposes  and 
not  diverted  to  non-highway  functions  contrary  to  the  intent 
of  present  Constitutional  limitations. 

CONFERENCE  LIMITATIONS 

The  Montana  Highway  Users  activities  shall  be  limited  to 
consideration  and  action  on  these  policies  as  set  forth  or  as 
changed  and  amended  according  to  the  will  of  the  member- 
ship. Matters  involving  other  divisions  of  government  shall 
not  be  considered  as  Conference  projects  unless  affecting 
stated  policies  and  principles  or  threatening  orderly  develop- 
ment of  our  state  and  our  nation's  greatest  economic  asset,  its 
network  of  public  streets  and  highways. 
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23.223.163 
,    OF    TOTAL 
68.4 


COLLECTION      < 

OF       HIGHWAY-US 

DURI 


MOTOR    VEHICLE 

TAXES 
GVW    $4,068,076 
OTHER 
HIGHWAY    185,364 

14,253,440 


REGISTRATION 

(LICENSE    PLATE) 

FEES 


$  19,886,691 
4,050,0  37 

I  23  938  728 


STATE, 

MF        t 

I 

%  OF 
0 

PARKS 
106,714 

106,714 

TOTAL 
3 

REG    t  3,833,209 
MV  203.403 


$  4,016,6:2 
%  OF    TOTAL 


RECEIPTS    FOR    COUNTY    ROADS    FOR    FISCAL    YEAR  196M9« 

(Excluding   Bond    Sales) 

SOURCE                                                                                AMOUNT  % 

Property    taxes    and    special    assessments        $  5,823,628  55.36 

Registration   (license  plate)   fees        „...            3,833,209  36.44 

U.  S.  Forest  Reserve  payments                                    576,773  5.48 

G.   V.   W.    Tax   collections „                203,403  1.93 

Miscellaneous   - _                        83,251  0.79 

TOTAL     . -         $10,520,264  100.00 
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I    DISTRIBUTION 
ITAXES     AND     FEES 
l  1963 


$649,631 

%  of  Total 


ttTTzs 


$448,807 
%  OF 


TOTAL 


STATE      GENERAL 

FUND 

OR    LIC.   |  555,231 

F  a  F  448,607 

MC.  237,5  II 

$  1,24  1,549 

%   OF     TOTAL 

4.0 


COLLECTION 
EXPENSES 
$166,662 


HIGHWAY     PATROL 
RETIREMENT 


DR.  LIC.   $94,400 


$94,400 
%   OF     TOTAL 
0  4 


MISCELLANEOUS 

REGISTRATION 

FEES 


$374,326 
%   OF    TOTAL 


REGISTRAR    OF 
MOTOR     VEHICLES 


MISC.  REG.  $374,326 


$374,326 
%    OF     TOTAL 


RECEIPTS    FOR    CITY    STREETS,    PARKING    FACILITIES 
AND    ALLIED    FUNCTIONS    FOR    FISCAL    YEAR    1962-1963 

(Excluding  Bond  Sales) 
SOURCE  AMOUNT  % 

Property  taxes  and  special  assessments  $5,882,035  86.92 

Parking   fees   and   permits 720,656  10.65 

General  Fund  appropriations  94,787  1.40 

Registration   (license  plate)   fees  70,069  1.03 

TOTAL     $6,767,547        100.00 
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FEDERAL     USER     TAX     MATCHING     APPORTIONMENTS     AND 
STATE    FUNDS    REQUIRED    FOR    FISCAL    YEAR    1964-65 

— Federal    Funds —  State    Funds 

Type  of  Matching  Matching         Total 

Funds  Amount  Ratio         Amount  Ratio  Funds 

Primary     $  7,919,845  56.77  $  6,030,912  43.23  $13,950,757 

Secondary    ....  5,496,019  56.77  4,185,184  43.23  9,681,203 

Urban 554,397  56.77  422,169  43.23  976,566 

Interstate     ...  25,068,488  91.23  2,409,850  8.77  27,478,338 

TOTAL    $39,038,749        74.95        $13,048,115        25.05        $52,086,864 


FEDERAL  HIGHWAY   USER  TAXES 

Federal  matching  funds  for  the  Interstate  system  and  for 
the  so-called  ABC  primary,  secondary  and  urban  system  are 
derived  from  user  taxes  paid  into  the  Highway  Trust  Fund. 
These  come  from  the  following: 

1.  4c  per  gallon  fuel  tax.    1963    $2,462,000,000. 

2.  10c  per  pound  tax  on  tires  and  inner  tubes  and  5c  per 
pound  tax  on  tread  rubber.    1963  $409,000,000. 

3.  10%  tax  on  new  trucks,  busses  and  trailers. 
1963    $311,000,000. 

4.  $3.00   per    1,000   pounds   of   gross   weight   of   vehicles 
26,000   pounds   and   over.     1963     $97,000,000. 


HIGHWAY  USER  TAXES  TO  FEDERAL 
GENERAL    FUND 

In  addition  to  special  taxes  to  the  Highway  Trust  Fund, 
highway  users  paid  into  the  federal  general  fund  as  follows: 

1.  10%   of  manufacturers  sales  price  on  new  cars. 
1962   $1,445,480,000. 

2.  6c  per  gallon  on  lubricating  oils.    1962  $45,655,000. 

3.  8%  on  all  vehicle  tparts  and  accessories. 
1962  $208,645,000. 


—18— 


TOTAL     MILEAGE     OF     STATE     HIGHWAYS,     COUNTY     ROADS, 

FEDERAL    ROADS   AND   CITY   STREETS    IN    MONTANA 

(As  of  December  31,  1963) 

Dirt  or  un- 
Type  of  Facility  Paved       Gravel      improved       Total 

State    Highways— Rural 7,843.5        2,651.9  802.2  11,297.6 

Municipal    - 224.4  8.0  3.8  232.6 

TOTAL 8,067.9  2,659.9  806.0  11,533.8 

County  Roads _..._ 690.4  17,705.4  34,973.5  53,369.3 

City    Streets 955.2  471.2  184.2  1,610.6 

Federal  Roads  Not  on  State 

Highways     274.5  2,261.9  5,015.7  7,552.1 

All   Facilities— Rural    8,808.4  22,619.2  40,791.4  72,219.0 

Municipal     1,179.6  479.2  188.0  1,846.8 

TOTAL .-.  9,988.0      23,098.4       40,979.4  74,065.8 

INTERSTATE  SYSTEM  MILEAGE 
(As  of  October  31,  1964) 

Proposed  692.038 

Under    Construction .....    153.233 

Partially    Complete 42.400 

Complete    „ 289.729 

TOTAL 1,177.400 


HIGHWAY  PATROL 

The  State  Highway  Patrol  is  supported  by  appropriations 
from  the  general  fund  with  a  1963-64  fiscal  year  appropria- 
tion of  $1,667,150  and  1964-65  appropriation  of  $1,698,350. 
15%  of  annual  drivers'  license  revenue  is  used  for  support  of 
the  Patrol  retirement  fund.  Fines  and  forfeitures  collected 
through  enforcement  operations  of  the  State  Patrol  are  paid 
into  the  general  fund.  These  were  $448,407  in  1963.  Mem- 
bers of  the  State  Highway  Commission  serve  also  as  the  State 
Highway  Patrol  Board. 

MUNICIPAL  AND  COUNTY  TRAFFIC 
FINES  AND  FORFEITURES 

Traffic  fines  and  forfeitures  collected  through  enforcement 
by  agencies  other  than  the  State  Patrol  are  retained  at  the  local 
level.  No  accurate  figures  are  available  but  these  are  esti- 
mated at  somewhere  between  $300,000  and  $400,000  annually. 
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TOTAL    RECEIPTS    FOR    STATE    HIGHWAYS 

COUNTY    ROADS    AND   CITY    STREETS 

1963     FIGURES 


MISCELLANEOUS    1932,945      0  997. 
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VEHICLE    AND    DRIVER    REGISTRATON, 
MONTANA  AND  U.  S. 

Montana  had  over  380,000  licensed  drivers  in  1964.  Esti- 
mated state  vehicle  registration  for  1964  totals  291,000  pas- 
senger cars,  138,000  trucks  (includes  pick-ups)  and  900  buses. 

U.  S.  total  licensed  drivers  in  1963  were  93.7  million.  Total 
passenger  cars  registered  were  over  70  million  and  approxi- 
mately 14  million  trucks  and  buses. 

In  1963,  state  vehicle  miles  traveled  were  estimated  at 
3,674  million  on  all  Montana  streets  and  roads.  Projected 
figures  for  Montana  estimate  5,228  million  miles  driven  on 
Montana  roads  for  1975  and  7,280  million  miles  in  1990,  or 
double  the  1963  traffic  volume.  Montana  motor  vehicle  regis- 
trations are  estimated  at  431,000  in  1965,  480,000  in  1970  and 
680,000  in  1990  with  a  corresponding  increase  in  licensed 
drivers. 
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Protection  of  your  highway  dollar  is  made 
possible  through  this  amendment  to  the  state  con- 
stitution. Without  this  amendment  our  highway 
system  could  not  have  reached  its  present  stage 
of  development  This  is  our  safeguard  for  high- 
way funds. 

Article  XII 

Sec.  1  (b)  No  monies  paid  into  the  state  treas- 
ury which  are  derived  from  fees,  excises  or  license 
taxes  relating  to  registration,  operation  or  use  of 
vehicles  on  the  public  highways  or  to  fuels  used  for 
the  propulsion  of  such  vehicles,  except  fees  and 
charges  paid  to  the  board  of  railroad  commission- 
ers of  the  State  of  Montana  and  the  public  service 
commission  of  Montana  or  its  successor  or  succes- 
sors by  motor  carriers  pursuant  to  law,  shall  be  ex- 
pended for  other  than  cost  of  administering  laws 
under  which  such  monies  are  derived,  statutory  re- 
funds and  adjustments  provided  therein,  payment 
of  highway  obligations,  cost  of  construction,  recon- 
struction, maintenance  and  repair  of  public  high- 
ways, roads,  streets,  and  bridges,  and  expenses  au- 
thorized by  the  state  legislature  for  dissemination 
of  public  information  relating  to  the  public  high- 
ways, roads,  streets  and  bridges  of  the  State  of 
Montana  and  the  use  thereof. 


The  Montana  Highway  Users  Conference  has  published 
this  booklet  as  a  public  service  to  promote  better  understand- 
ing of  the  sources  of  highway  tax  dollars  and  where  they 
are  spent.  The  Conference  is  a  non-partisan,  non-political 
group  of  trade,  industrial,  commercial  and  agricultural  organi- 
zations and  associations,  working  together  for  full  develop- 
ment of  our  highway  system  in  keeping  with  public  needs  and 
public  safety. 

Ray  F.  Reavley,  Chairman,  Great  Falls 

John  J.  McLaughlin,  Vice-Chairman,5 
Great  Falls 

Norman  Hansen,  Billings 
James  Patten,  Treasurer,  Billings 

Directors 
Albert  Erickson  (Legislative  Chairman) 
Henry  Groves,  Laurel 
Jack  Marlow,  Helena 
Harry  Mitchell,  Great  Falls 
Earl  Moritz,  Lewistown 
Dean  Chaffin,  Bozeman 


Single  extra  copies  of  this  booklet  may  be  obtained  by  writing 
the  Conference  Office.  Quantities  are  available  at  cost  price 
covering  printing  and  postage. 

MONTANA  HIGHWAY  USERS   CONFERENCE 
2327  10th  Ave.,  South,  Great  Falls,  Montana 


THURBERS 


